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inspection of the Government offices is usually a
solemn mockery. Most officers of any tact understand
the meaning of eye-wash, and everything is externally
furbished up so as to look its best. The Lieutenant-
Governor is only human, and in reality sees very
little below the surface of that which is exhibited to
him. If the Lieutenant-Governor is known to be of
a cantankerous disposition, as has, unfortunately, been
the case sometimes, the proper thing to be done is to
lay traps for him, and to present to his eyes something
which will at once give him oflfence ; such, for instance,
as a treasure-chest with a broken hinge, or a large
bundle of old papers all worm-eaten and almost
illegible. He will at once fly at these objects, so
shocking to his sense of official propriety, and whilst
he is fiercely hunting the foxes which have been thus
turned out, he will pass blindly by a dozen other
things which might really have been worthy of his
notice. With an intelligent and kindly Lieutenant-
Governor, who understands his business, it is equally
safe to proceed on an entirely different plan, and to
point out to him the defects and the wants of the
place with the full knowledge that he will make due
allowance for them. No sensible Lieutenant-Governor
is over-anxious to find fault, or to bring discredit on
the local officers, who are obviously doing their little
best, as he well knows by the recollection of his own
experiences in a similar position. It is often a matter
of great convenience if the occasion of the Lieutenant-